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Innovations4Flooring files IPR petition at the Patent Trial and Appeal Board in the US Patent &
Trademark Office to nullify Vilinge’s U.S. Patent 625
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- I4F takes action to protect licensees against unwarranted litigation from Vilinge
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- Supports I4F legal proceedings to nullify the Dutch part of Vilinge European Patent — EP’317; prior
art for both patents overlap, neither believed to be patentable
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- US ’625 cornerstone of Vilinge’s long side patent portfolio in the US
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WILLEMSTAD, CURACAO — Innovations4Flooring (I4F), a technology company providing flooring
installation solutions, today announced that it has filed an inter partes review (IPR) petition at the Patent Trial
and Appeal Board (PTAB) in the US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) to nullify Vélinge’s U.S. Patent
No. 7,398,625. I4F’s filing sets forth that Vilinge’s *625 patent is invalid in view of prior art showing that
the claimed features were known in the flooring industry well before the priority date of the *625 patent.
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It is expected that the PTAB will render a decision on whether to institute the [PR within the next six
months. A final written decision is expected to be issued by the PTAB no later than twelve months after the
decision to institute the IPR.
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This follows I4F’s initiation of invalidity proceedings on the merits to nullify the Dutch part of
Vilinge’s European base patent EP 1 084 317, filed before the District Court of The Hague in the
Netherlands in March 2016. A first instance decision, dealing with this European validity, is expected to be
obtained within less than one year from today.
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Perceived as one of Vilinge’s core patents for the long side in the US, I4F believes that the invalidation
of Vilinge’s *625 patent, in combination with the expected success of the pending nullity action against the
Dutch part of EP *317, will free the flooring industry from unjustified royalties. The prior art for these two
Vilinge patents overlap and neither patent is believed to be patentable.
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This will also eliminate the fear of being met with unwarranted infringement claims when using these
standard locking designs, most recently inflicted by Vilinge in the US with the pending ‘625 patent litigation
case against suppliers and retailers.
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John Rietveldt, I4F’s CEO says, “Vilinge’s patents have been imposed on the flooring industry for far
too long, and their invalidation will positively impact freedom of choice in the industry. We are confident
that our licensees and customers are protected against these claims, and will continue to do everything in our
power to preserve freedom of choice for global flooring manufacturers. The removal of the fear management
approach being adopted by Vilinge is long overdue.”

John Rietveldt, T4F [ 8 i $hAT B . “Vilinge &R O 2458 N T AT K 24, 8 Hib
HERTH, SXTEEAATIE) E HER A RBAZM, BATTIET A 15 O -3 AT I B2 55 F & P A
LR AR, JEHRAN SR — U5 Rk Bh A Bk bRk A=/ SCBL A Ik R rIRUR
Vilinge SEAT T ZF I IHL S 8 B Q5 Nz i .

## ends ##
g

Contact: BRRE A :

Gilliane Palmer
HLi%: +31 64189 9515
HLHE: gilliane@innovations4flooring.com

About Innovations4Flooring Holding NV:
& F Innovations4Flooring [} 17 A R 5]

Based in Willemstad, Curagao, Innovations4Flooring is a technology company focused on the development
of patents and flooring installation solutions. A Dutch private equity group holds a majority stake in the
company.
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3L TripleLock and Click4U, provide a unique drop-lock installation technique for flooring panels that
eliminates the need for an additional insert on the short side. This elimination provides manufacturers with
the possibility to improve productivity levels as well as to reduce their costs and carbon footprint.
International patents and patent applications for I4F’s technologies have been granted and filed in over 100
countries worldwide. 3L TripleLock provides a drop-lock installation innovation while Click4U provides an
angle system on the long side and a drop-lock on the short side. The solution is suitable for laminate, luxury
vinyl tiles, wood plastic composite, rigid core flooring, multi-layer flooring and wooden flooring panels.
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Visit www.innovations4flooring.com




